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. Apoſile, The natuyall man receives mt thethings of the' ſpirit of God. 


Concerning the true Way of. Wc 
Reforming Churches. 


LL mendefire to live, andtolive happily, andeternally. , 
And therefore all men ( unleſs they be Epicures, and 

wholly debanched ) defire to know the way whereby 

they may comero ancternal and happy life. | 

2. All men fince Ada»'s fall, whatever wit, orprudence, er know- _, 

ledge they havein matrers humane , yet arethey blind in thoſe things 

chat concern the knowledge of God, and ſo , rhat concern the know- 

ledge of erernall life , and the way unto it ; according torhar ef the 


I, 


And they are lyars,according to that of 'David, All mey are lyars: And 
rherefore men thar are onely led by their own wiſdome, and pradence, 
cangor'truly or rightly determine any thipg concernipg the way' to 
eternal life, or RO eligion, | , 
3. God alone not © f mbeorin is the ſure oy erernal life, ' 
bur alſo hath diſcovered and revealed it tothe world m his Word, part- 
ly by his Prophers,partly by his Son made Man, and partly by his A 
files. This way therefore, ;.e. true Religion can ar only-co be. 
learnt from the Word of Ged preached ro men by his Prophers, his 
Son, and his Apofiles, | che + 
xs ed 


to the Word of God containedin rhe cananicall 

and ſecure, —_ "$42 BR A NU. 

| 5. Moreover,whatever is eicher in the Romanorother Churches, | 

is,either accdriding ro the Word of God contamed and dectated mm. 

| thoſecanonicall Scriptures,or it is contrary to the Word of God,,or ic 

is veicher according nor contrary to the Word of God, bur.at) indi 
rentrhing. © | IC. 

6 Three thivgs follow hence : 

1, Whatſoeyver therefore is acknowledged to be accerding ro the | 
Word of God contained in the canonicall Scriprurgs, if ir be found ei- 
ther in the Roman or any other Church,isto be rerained,and if ir be ba- 
fiſhed ou: ofrhem, it is tobe brought inagain, | + 

2. On the other fide; whateveris acknowledged to be contrary to 
the Word of God, it it have no place already inthe Church, it isnot to 
be intraduced. Ifir be in che Church, it is to be wholly removed. 

3. Whatever is acknow co be neither according nor contrary 
tothe Word of God, viz. what is 4d:aphoroxs ; in the firſt place it 
oight to be declared tharir is indifferent , z. e. rhat it 1s ſucha thing as 
is ner per ſe neceflary to ſalvation, and therefore a thing whereby no 
mans coniciencecanor ought tobe bound per ſe, And then the Apo- 
| filesrule is to be obſerved, namely, that »@hrng 5 to be retained in, or 
webt into the Church, which makgs not to edification, to order andto de- 
8 *eremonies therefare,, and all indifferents, are to be permitted 
free ro each Church, thar every Church may keep thoſe that ic judges, 
will be for the <dificariop, decency and order of the people. | Bur yer 
theyare ſo.to be permitted free, .that as much 28 may be,ancienc ones 
be alway rather retained then new ones introduced, andthar bork for 
the honour of Antiquity, and-alſo becauſe in, the Churchof God, by 
how much che. moce ancient any.thingis,by ſo much che more rrue ir is, 
and therefore che berrer {oondiin:Forollign «rule, FP 

'6. Itcannet be any way demenficated,, .rhat, belides the, canonicall 
Scriptures there is any. ocher then che Word of God ; and 
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therefore that the chings commanded in char DoQtrine are neceſlaty ro 
ſalvation : 'Bur either to introduce any thing into, or being incroduced, 
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Fane ioe ng For EE 
Apofiles , didpreath many things 
the Bible Jer alftkingothazare wholl tlracion,a 

Bible reaches, ences Packites 


dantly handled ivche Bible, asboch | | 
theraſelves witneſs. \ 
7. The Canotical Scriptures are obſcure indeed in many places, and 4-2 
cheir obſcnriry is ſometimesin the very words, yon owe, 1 1 | al 4 
 ter,ſomerimes in borh r ; for which canſe the knowledge boch HH 


of the dy roam of Hitory,ts neceſſary ro the yrompunrars> obey 
et none, eſpecially of thoſe t thar are el- 
ther to cen parted Þ rip toſalyation, is ſoodſcure inſome places of 


Scripture , bur it is alſo elſewhere in the ſame Scriptures molt plainly 
and perſpicyoully found written ; As alſo Auguſtine has dligerely ob- 
ſerved andwiſelyraughc,in his Books De DeftrinaC br; 
cherefore is to  bederermined c Religion , and _ pro- 
pounded co the to ſalvation, which hath not ſome - 
certain andcleart inthe CanonicallScriptnres ; chat which all 
the Parhers alſa have ces." 3 for. that is in ratchs ago of a8 
Orthodox man in Theoderet his _—_ _ ang þ Bow 
28g pry welldouas. 737 Soig, 26097. I eruft onely ro ce 
| -prutres. Wherefore no opibion AR et to.be Pore from 4 
obſcure places of Scripcuregunlefle they be fart illuſtrated and cy 


ed by other more clear places of Sc 
wy Whatſoever things . are __— without the _- 
eherin the Fathers, or Cauncels, or Decrees of Popes; theyare either 
conſonant to, or diſſoniame from the Werdof Gad; or neither conſonane 
nor diſſonanc ; ſuch things therefore as gre conſonant are tobe re- 
tein'd, burwhar are difſonanr are. rs, Ti 7 
conſarane nor difonane, inthoſe things lt ep bee ie 
different 4s 1 be obſerved; / char ay firſt 3 be ro the | 
Churches,eicher to adwhir oF. not roadrnir chem; 
| oy do admirthem., theyadmiconely choſe thag makefor- 
adarder and decery im he Church: and laftly em deani 
”" =} 


chic hare ws - no# os in the Word of God. Bur yer thoſe 
things:which are certeinly known by-approved Authors to. ord _ a 
place inthe Carholigue Ehurck,either alwa mottparr; 
. fromehexery of the Church; conſenc fall Chrcches, 
Iſfay,itis not thepart of a:Chriftiarr |," orone thar featy God,ro rejeRt 
| thaſe things, and baniſhrhem our of the Qlarch, without Juſt and ne- 
ceſſary cauſes taken irom-che Word of God, and if it may be, explain- 
ed in,and approved by2 generall and Chriflian Councill... - 
: Oncheother lide :: "Thoſe chings mw ry ny be neither 
itreciroviyoaore evill;nor-have unp along time. ſt- 
perſations and idolatries 1 {a cow Piling eirher afret the c 
of* Hezehgab and Þfiahr, mholly ro remoyethem, or at leaſt,after rhe 
example of other pious Kings, fo.rq mend and purge them, as that all 


idolatry and ſupertticion,& all occafion of idolatry and ſuperſtirionmay 


be raken away, is apicceof-pertinacy by no meangco beallowed of, 
In-ſam ; Councils-are:calted that: ' Churches my be reformed); 

Churches arerobe reformfied by rhe beftform : A better form cannot 

| be-foundor invented thenthar , according to' which Chriſt- by himſelf 


and his Apoſiles did ar fir confticure and form his Church, What * 


thar form of 'the ancient and Apoſtolicall:Churcty was inthe time of 
Cbeiſ and:his- Apoſtles; it-clearly and: evdencly appears out of rhe 
books of che-Evangelifisand Apoliles, and probably onr-of the moſt an- 
tienr-Ecclefiaſtical Writers after the Apoſtles: Therefore all Churches 
areto be reformed in do&rine, inworſhip,and im ceremonies, and diſci- 
plines; eſpecially o—_—_ tochat form of rhe Church hich i 1s deli - 
vered.in the Bible , and chiefly in-uhe books: of the new: Teftamedr ; 
andrhen according cotharformthao inthe ancienceſt Writers; 
ber ane Q 6. as far” —_ _——_ crofle ay: ſo 
all chings brought to principles and (| 
heads z or ſo far, 6 hoxin nb ths apoies ah fpoſetn os, 
words u unheard of and unknown \Apoliles peſtolical Fa- 
"viz. the anciencdodtrine, ancient wor ſkip, ancient 
mas rb iear-di info reg back again into rhe 


Church ; ſo rhe-Lord* by the 'Py | a refor- 
marion of the Ss City of Terwſalen, ſaith,'I 
will 
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, ſay1 
Thus ſaith the Lord, - Stand 1» the wayes aud look about you, and ak for Mr 


old paths, where the good way is, walk therein and 70u ſhall find reſt for your 
ſouls. Our Saviour alſo at. 19, being about to reform marriage , he 
Called back the Jews to the firſt infticution of marriage, ſay- 
ing,but frons the beginning it was not ſo ; There are Certainly innumerable 
things in the Church which were not ſo from the beginning , /c. in the 
rimes of the Apoſtles, Therefore all Churches are to be reformed ac- 
cording to the form of the ancient and Apoftolical Church, and all 
things as well worſhip and diſcipline as opinions are to be examined,noc 
by the Lesbia»rule of mans j udgement bur the tonchſone of the word 


of God 


Thus infew words you have my opinion concerning the chief and true 
way ofreforming Chutches, v:z, - concerning the rule by which 
all things to be debated , or in a Synod ought to be examined, 
Bur as for the other, »:z, the lawful form of holding a councell, 
&c, 1 muſt another time, 
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